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91. (C/NF) Summary: Mohammed Javad Larijani, Secretary General 
of Iran's Supreme Council of Human Rights and the Head of the 
Office of International Affairs of the Judiciary, told 
Australian Ambassador to Iran Marc Innes-Brown September 16 
that he was optimistic that the three American hikers held in 
Iran would "soon be cleared of any spying charges and that 
within 7-10 days their situations would be more concrete." 

End Summary. 


92. (C/NF) Jenny Bloomfield, Director of the Middle East 
Section at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
reported that on September 16, Mohammed Javad Larijani, 
brother of Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani, met with the 
Australian ambassador and discussed the status, among other 
matters, of the three American hikers being held in Iran 
without charges because they strayed across the Iraq border 
into Iran. Larijani told him that the Swiss ambassador raises 
the issue with the Iranian MFA almost daily. 


93. (C/NF) Commenting that the three had crossed the border 
"illegally," Larijani noted that, many Iraqis cross that 
particular section of the border unwittingly. He hoped that 
the security officials would soon complete their 
investigations and that there was every chance that the three 
would then be 

released. According to Bloomfield, Larijani mentioned that 
two of the three American hikers were journalists, despite 
Press reports suggesting that only one of the three, Shane 
Bauer, is a freelance journalist. 
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